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vour, they would ſoon be convinced that the 


157 their own Actions, and examine them 
PSs without any Prejudice in their Fa- 


Evils they fool and thoſe they have Reaſon to 


fear, generally reſult from their own ill Con- 
duct, and the want of Submiſſion to Provi- 


| dence; they either run wilfully into the ways of 


| Danger, or daringly provoke the Almighty to 


* - 


chaſtiſe ſuch. Offenders, and make them feel 5 


the heavy Weight of Omnipotent Diſpleaſure. 


Afflictions indeed are ſevere Things, and 
of them we readily and bitterly complain; 
yet notwithſtanding our Grievances, the Diſ- 


eaſe of Sin is ſo malignant, and human Na- 
ture ſo untractable, that Severity becomes 
abſolutely neceſſary, and therefore, except 


| ſharp Methods are applied, they ſeldom cure 
the Diſtemper, or anſwer the benign Inten- 


tions of. our heavenly Father ; for no ſooner 


are the Evils withdrawn, but our rebellious 


f Ae are in motion, and inſtead of ob- 
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1 can never fatisky rational and immor- 


brating divine Goodneſs for the rotor of er 
Sufferings, we inſtantly return to our Inigui- 


ties, and fix our Minds on thoſe Ow - 


which occaſioned our Miſery. 
So frail is Man, ſo inconſtant are his Pur 
ſes, that unleſs aſſiſted by the efficacious Pow⸗ 


er of divine Grace, he will never be able to 
reſiſt Temptations, or to overcome the frequent 


and overbearing Sollicitations of Fleſh and 


Blood. It is Man's fond Attachment to 


earthly Delights which captivates the ſuperior 
Faculties of his Soul, and ſo depreſſes his in- 


tellectual Powers, that he is no longer maſ- 


ter of himſelf, but ignobly purſues a per- 
plexing round of diſquieting Amuſements; 


whichrenders him utterly averſe to devout Me- 
ditations, and wholly incapable of rational and 


ſpiritual Ep yrints. Senſual Indulgencies 1 
inwardly corrupt his Nature, and ingroſs ſo 


much of his Time, as makes him diſregard 


the final End of Life, and the important 


and awful Buſineſs of Eternity. When the 


8 Pleaſures of Senſe ſeize the Aﬀections, and 


Men are delighted with deluding Objects, 
they ſeldem limit their vicious Deſires,” but 
are fo intenſely exerciſed by unreſtrained Paſ- 


fions, that they ſpare no- Pains to gratify, if 
poſſible, theſe undiſciplined and unbounded 


Appetites . The Force of which wicked Re- 


ſolutions darkens the Underſtanding to ſuch. 


a Degree, as cauſes Men to glory in their 


Folly, and fooliſhly depend on thoſe Things 


tal 


tal Beings, but will by an immoderate Uſe 
of them, greatly embarraſs their Minds,-and 
cut out Work for fad and bitter Reflections. 
When the Will is grown refractory, and in- 
veterate Habits of Sin are indulged, Men ſacri- 
fice their Underſtanding to Lewdneſs, and be- 
come irreconcileable Enemies to their own 
Happineſs. Thus tranſported by the Power of 
blind Paſſions, and obſtinately bent upon pur- 
ſuing evil Courſes, no Expoſtulations will o- 
perate upon their unrelenting Hearts, nor the 
moſt paſſionate. Entreaties change their evil 


| Determinations: Indeed Conſcience frequent- 


ly interrupts their fancied Tranquility, which 
gives them ſome Diſturbance. The - bleſſed 
Spirit of God often reproves them, and in- 
wardly witnefles againſt their wicked Pro- 
ceedings; yet, theſe ſecret Admonitions are 
not regarded, and theſe powerful Reproofs 
very little heeded, The governing Powers 
are aſleep, and thoſe only awake that ſhould _ 
be ſuppreſſed. There is ſuch an Inſenſibilit 7 
upon the Mind, that the raviſhing Charms 
of Virtue leave no Impreſſions; the Beauty 
of HFolineſs ſhines in vain, and the moſt co- 
gent Arguments prove ineffectual. The ſtrong- 
eſt Inducements are inſufficient to engage the 
Ear, and corporeal Recreations have fo influ - 
enced the Affections, that a Crown of Life 
when put into the Ballance, will not weigh 
_ down the lighteſt Pleaſure. 
Thus familiar with Earthly Delights, Men 
ſtupidly negle& their ſpiritual Welfare, and 
walk in an imaginary Security _ wy 
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Senſe of their Danger, or that the ſlippery 
Path they tread, leads to the Chambers of 


Death, and haſtens them to everlaſting De- 
ſtruction. Unhappy Man! Is thy Head fo 


Full of intoxicating Vanities, and thy Heart 
fo ſet upon inkwind Proje&s, that no Rea- 


ſoning will bring thee to Repentance, or de- 
ter thee from thy irrational and . pernicious 


Purſuits? Yet, a ſevere. Fit of Sickneſs, or 
ſome other heavy Calamity, will open a Paſ- 


fage to thy Heart, diſcover thy moſt ſecret 
Vices, and make thee know, by painful Re- 
flections, how grievouſly thou haſt been im- 
poſed npon by the deceitful Stratagems of 
Sin. Under theſe pungent Sufferings, Men 
generally regret their paſt Follies, and feel 


the ſtinging Reproaches of Guilt ; for their 


' drowſy Conſciences are awakened, and their 


Underſtandings enlightened, which makes 


them not only bitterly exclaim againſt their 


former IIl- Conduct, but experience alſo. the 
Vanity of all terreſtrial Enjoyments ; and that 
there is no real Satisfaction for the Soul but 


in God, who is an infinite and inexhauſtible 


Source of Goodneſs, and in whom all true 
Felicity meets, as in its proper Centre: And 
therefore, let us obey the Divine Interpoſition, 
and no longer perſiſt in our Obſtinacy, but 
exert our beſt Faculties to acquire his Favour, 
whoſe Corrections proceed from Love, and 
are always tempered with Mercy; that we may 
be comforted under the ſharpeſt Trials, and 
paſs through the ſeveral Stages of Life with 
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Let us utterly deteſt all vicious Courſes, and 
ſuffer no unclean Thing to defile our Souls; 
but fortify our Minds with the Principles of 
Virtue, that we may not be Slaves to the 
World, or too eagerly purſue its mean, and 
. periſhable;Conrerms.” 
| Would Men abandon the unworthy Gratifi- 
cations of Senſuality, and ſubmit their Wills 
and Aﬀections to the Will of their Creator, they 
would perceive the wiſe Purpoſes of Heaven, 
and the munificent Deſigns of Providence in 
the Appointment of Afflictions, and in making 
thoſe Evils which Men have brought on 
themſelves, the Methods of forwarding their 
preſent and future Happineſs. Whenever our 
Affections are thus reſigned, the Stupidity of 
our Minds will be removed, our Fondneſs for 
this vaniſhing Earth abated, and we ſhall build 
all our Hopes and Expectations upon God; 
the doing of which will greatly relieve the 
Anguiſh of our Souls, and make us ſo ſen- 
ſible of the Divine Clemency, that we ſhall 
not doubt of the Divine Protection, but that 


God will be our conſtant Shield and Buckler, 


and our preſent Help in Time of Need. The 
Lord liveth, (faith the Palmiſt, and bleſſed be 
my ftrong Helper; God will help us when we 
are unable to help ourſelves, and comfort us 
when all human Comforts fail; when the Skill 
of the Phyſician is baffled, and Medicines prove 
ineffectual, and there remains no Hope of our 
Recovery, even then God will ſupport us with 
his Grace, and the reviving Hopes of a bleſ- 
ſed and glorious Immortality. So that ho- -- 
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the infinite Advantages they produce, we 
have no Reaſon to upbraid the divine Severi- 


. 


ever grievous our Calamities are, 88 idering + 


ty, or to object againſt the Righteouſneſs of 
Providence: On the contrary, we ſhould 


humbly acknowledge God's Goodneſs, and 


from a grateful Senſe of his beneficial Viſita- 
tions, be induced to cry out with the Pſalm- 


iſt, that it is goed for us lo be affufted, that 
de might learn God's Laus: In treating of 
theſe Words I ſhall purſue the following Me- : 
thod; ſhew Firſt the Advantages 55 8 
fictions in general: Secondly, what thoſe 


Laws were David acquired the Knowledge 


of, by being afflicted ; and laftly draw ſuch 


Inferrences from what Jas been faid, as tend 
to make us patient under Sufferings, and to 


improve our Minds in heavenly Wiſdom. 


And, Firſt, I am to ſhew the Advantages 


of Afflictions in general: Afflictions, howe- 


ver dreadful in themſelves, or diſagreeable 
they may be, were the Cauſes of them im- 


partially regarded, and the Ends for which 


they were ſent obſerved, inſtead of queſtion- 
ing the equitable, Diftributions of Providence, 
or charging our Follies wholly upon the weak-" 


- neſs of Nature, we fhould admire the inſuf- = 
ferable Inſolence of Man, and ſtand amaz- 


ed at the inconceivable Goodneſs of God: 


For ſoon after Man was created, and inveſted ' 


with Power to diſcharge his Duty, he yields to 


the ſubtle Suggeſtions of the Tempter, pro- 


claims open War againſt his Maker, and em- 


ploys 98 75 Towers his divine Benefacter en- 
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dued him with, againſt his ie Au- 
thority; by thus perverting the Uſe of his 
Faculties, and by frequent renewed Acts of 
Hoſtility, he daringly defies the Majeſty of 
Heaven, and draws upon himſelf all thoſe 
Evils that are the natural Effects of Sin, and 
the fatal Conſequences of Man's Diſobedience. 
Yet, notwithſtanding theſe manifeld and 
reiterated Provocations, the Goodneſs of our 
Creator is ſo ſtupendouſly great, that he pi- 
ties the Miſeries of his rebellious Children, 
and ſuccours them with the Energy of his 
| heavenly Grace; ſo that inſtead of appearing” 
as a rigorous Judge, he illuſtriouſſy diſplays 
the tender Character of a Father, and of an 
infinitely wiſe and gracious Being, who not 
only forgives the Offences of has Children, 
but will, upon their unfeigned Repentance, 
convert their Calamities into Bleſſings, and 
make them inſtrumental to promote Piety and 
Virtue. Would Men give themſelves Time 
for ſober Reflections, and frequently meditate 
on God's forbearing Mercy, they would not 
accuſe him of Severity, even in the darkeſt 
Scenes of Life, but humbly confeſs their 
own Inflexibility, and that no Expedient is 
more likely to bend their reluctant Wills, or 
to make their Virtues more conſpicuous than 
Afflictions. They call home our wandering 
Thoughts, reduce our unruly Affections to 
Obedience, and confine them within the 
Bounds of Modeſty and Diſcretion ; by which 
Means evil Imaginations are correQed, filthy 


Images removed, and the libidinous Flames of 
| | B Concupiſcence 
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Concupiſcenceextinguiſhed. The Heart which 
is the Source of Corruption, is purged from 
its natural Pollution and noxious Qualities ; 
the Judgment is freed of its Prejudices ; and 


the Underſtanding has a clear Conception of 


Things*. Reaſon, that bright Luminary of 


the Soul, now with httle Oppoſition, reaſcends 
the Throne, and reaſſumes its Authority; 
the lower Powers obey its Commands, and 
thoſe inferior Appetites are devoted to its Ser- 


vice. The divine Image is inwardly reſtored, 


and there appears much of that Order and 
Beauty in the Soul with which it was origin- 


ally endued by its Creator, and which Man 


enjoyed in Perfection while he continued in a 
State of Innocence; the Soul that was blind- 
ed with ſinful Luſts, clearly diſcerns the 
Danger of its former Condition, and the Mi- 
ſery it muſt have endured, had it not been 


awakened out of the Lethargy of Sin, by the 


penetrating Voice of Affliction. - 
| When 


* Reaſon, which is a Ray of the Divinity in Man, and ſhould 
be the governing Principle of our Actions, is implanted in 
the Breaſts of Men, by the merciful Father of our Spirits, that 


it might never be afar off, or hard to be underſtood, but ſhine 


with a Light as clear as the Sun in the midſt of the Firma- 
ment ; and though this bright Luminary may be clouded, and 
its original Force greatly abated, by the noxious Fumes of in- 
toxicating Luſts, and the frequent Oppoſitions of contending 
Paſſions; yet its glorious Light cannot finally be extinguiſhed, 
nor its natural Efficacy totally defaced, by all the darkning and 
and forcible Powers of Iniquity ; ſo that nothing muſt be ad- 
mitted for 'Truth that deſtroys the Uſe of our rational Facul- 
ties, becauſe this were to ſuperſede the Means; and entirely 
ſet at nought that Knowledge whereby we diſcover Truth from 


- Falſhood, and genuine Religion from diabolical Deluſion. 


See Bp. Stillingfleet on Idolatry, p. 556. Bp. Leng at Boyle“ 
Lectures, p. 73. where this Matter is argued more at large. 
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When Men are thus influenced by Suffer- 
ings, and ſee thro the numberleſs Mazes of 
Folly, and the fraudulent Schemes of Ini- 
quity, inſtead of being anxious about Things 
temporal, they are more ſollicitous to preſerve 
tranquillity of Mind, and to controul the ſan- 
guine Demands of boiſterous Paſſions, as 
knowing that while perpetual Diſcord reigns 
within, it will be impoſſible for them to en- 
joy whatever they may be poſſeſſed of without. 
Troubles are of ſuch an efficacious Nature, 
that they not only gradually prepare our Spirits 
for God, by bringing us to an Acquaintance 
with ourſelves, and by melting our obdurate 
Hearts into contrition, but they are the means 
of confirming inward Habits of Virtue, by 
preventing the Abuſe of eur intellectual Pow 
ers, and by freeing us from the dreadful Sla- 
very of Sin; that we may induſtriouſly pur- 
ſue our own Safety, and vigorouſly endeavour 
to ſecure the Protection of him who is King 
of Kings, and the only Potentate of Heaven 
and Earth; for if God be not our Comforter 
in Adverſity, and our Preſerver in the peril- 
ous Seaſon, and at the Hour of Death, we 
are undone for ever*®, When Men are un- 
der the Rod, and deeply affected with the 
„„ Calamities 


Men tryed in the Furnace of Afflictions, and thoroughly 
bumbled for their Offences, are feldom lifted up with Pride, 
or apt to pronounce Deſtruction upon others; they are too con- 
ſcious of their own Failings, the Remembrance of which 
keeps them perpetually upon their Guard, leſt they ſnould be 
ſurprized by Temptations, and fall a Sacrifice to thoſe direful 


Let 


Deluſions. 
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Calamities of Life, they generally have 4 
mean Opinion of themſelves, and are adorn- 


ed with the beautiful Robe of Modeſty ; this 


gives them ſuch Sweetneſs of Diſpoſition, as 
renders them utterly averſe to Oſtentation, 


and to all thoſe ambitious Views which com- 

monly ſwell Men with Pride, and deſtroy 

that amiable Grace of Humility. _ 
Afflictions preſerve in us awful Thoughts 


of God, and inlarged Conceptions of his 


incomprehenſible Majeſty, by making us ſo 


ſenſible of his ſupreme Authority, that we 


experimentally feel our own Inſufficiency, 


and our Inability to help ourſelves without the 
divine Affiſtance: A juſt Senſeof theſe Things 
will make us quit all Pretenſions to Merit, 

and fo to renounce our Dependancy upon the 

Creature, that we ſhall intirely truſt to the 
5 Mercy a and Goodneſs of our Creator. Af 


5 7 flict ions 
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| Let not this weak unknowing Hand, 

| Preſume God's Bolts to throw ; 

And deal Damnation round the Land, 
On ſuch I judge Thy Foe. 


"+ Tf 1 ain right, O teach my Heart 
S Still in the Right to ſtay ; ; \ 
If I am wrong, thy Grace impart 
| To find the better Way. 


Save me alike from fooliſh Pride, 
Or impious Diſcontent ; 
At ought thy Wiſdom has deny'd, 
Or ought thy Goodneſs lent. 
Teach me to feel another's Woe, 
| To hide the Fault I ſee ; 
That Mercy I to others ſhew, 
| That Mercy ſhew to me. 


Mean though IT am not wholly fo, 
Since quicken'd by thy Breath ; 
Oh lead me whereſoe'er I go, 
Ihro' this Day's Life or Death. 


Poes's Univer. Prayers 


oe 
flictions, when ſanctified, cauſe that Peace of 

Mind, and that durable Satisfaction which the | 
World cannot give, nor all its glittering Temp- 
_ tations deprive us of. Thus armed againſt the 


counterfeit Beauties of Senſuality, and al! 


the ſad Varieties of corporeal delights, we ſhall 
be conſtrained to cry out with the Pſalmiſt, 

Whom have I in Heaven but Thee, and there 
is none upon Earth that I defire in Compariſon 
of Thee. For as the Hart panteth after the 
Mater Brooks, ſo panteth my Soul after Thee, 
O God: When Men are ſpiritually renewed 
and governed by the ſublime and unalterable 
Dictates of Truth, their Minds are ſo full 


of celeſtial Ideas, and ſuch bright Views of 


infinite Purity, that they perceive the groſs- 
neſs of earthly Poſſeſſions, and the inconfi- 
derableneſs of every thing but God, and 
| what tends to promote his Glory, and the 
Happineſs of all intelligent Beings. To ſuch 
perſons the Pomp and. Splendor of this ma- 
terial World are but in little Eſteem; nor can 
ſuch be deceived by any of its deluſive 
Charms. The grandeur of a crouded Theatre, 


or the Pomp of a numerous Retinue ma 


dazzle the Eyes of the vulgar, and cauſe 
Admiration in the unthinking Multitude, but 
neither theſe, nor the Magnificence of a 
Palace, nor the reſplendent Glory of a 
Crown, will make any Impreflion upon them 
who contemplate the ſhifting Scenes of earth- | 
ly Pageantry, and the Periſhableneſs of all 
ſublunary Things. They view them not with 
a ſuperficial Eye, but according to their real 
. IS 
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[ 14 } 
Worth and intrinfick Excellency, and with- 
out any of thoſe falſe Colourings the Imagi- 


nation commonly brightens them with, to 


beguile unſtable Souls, and to deceive unwary 


Creatures. The Pleaſures of this World are 
diſguiſed Appearances, but the Sorrowsof it are 


real and affecting, and therefore Men accuſ- 
tomed to Troubles, and to contemplating the 


\ beneficent Intentions of Providence, think 


too deeply, and act more rationally than to 
depend upon ſuch empty Enjoyments, as not 
only ſwiftly fly away from them, but alſo 
wither like the Graſs, and crumble like the 
Duſt, of which they are formed. There 
is no Stability in any animal Diverfions, 
and the ſweeteſt Senſations often prove tire- 
fome ; for though they refreſh us when we 
are weary, yet they weary us when we are 
refreſhed, | 

Whatever Happineſs may attend us in 


ſhinin g Hour, a dark Cloud ſoon caſts a Gloom 


over our Felicity, and the pleaſing Phantom 
vaniſhes as in a Dream, and paſſes away as 
the morning Dew at the Approaching Sun. 
All Things here bear the Signatures of Va- 


nity, and vaniſh almoſt as ſoon as they ap- 
pear. Fond and vain are our Hopes of Life, 


yet we are ſurrounded with the Monuments 
of Death; we ſee Perſons of all Ages and 

all Characters diſappearing! our Fathers, 
where are they? and the Prophets, do they 
live for ever? Human Frailty is a Truth 
ſo evident, that there needs no Pomp of 


1 to . it, for daily Expe- 


rience 


1 


rience ſufficiently provesthis, and we feel in our- 
ſelves the Decays of weak Nature. Since Life 
itſelf is of ſo ſhort a Duration, and our preſent 
State like a flying Shadow, it matters little 
what we ſuffer here, provided we are render d 
fit for the divineReception, and theEnjoyment 
of God's bleſſed Preſence, in the bright Re- 
gions of Glory and endleſs Felicity hereafter. 
* Search the terraqueous Globe, and pick 
out ſome of its choiceſt Delights, even thoſe 
that are chiefly valued, and of the lon- 
geſt Duration, are no they than mutable 
Shadows, or faint Repreſentations, in com- 
pariſon of him who is the ſupreme Felicity 
of our Souls, and an Object proportionable 
to their boundleſs Deſires. Were Men con- 
vinced that God is a Being of abſolute Good- 
neſs, who is eternally poſſeſſed of every Per- 
fection, and had withal a due Senſe of their 
own Vileneſs, and their own Imperfections; 
it would inwardly produce the loweſt Abaſe- 
ment of themſelves, and the higheſt Rever- 
ence for God's adorable Majeſty ; the firm 
Belief of which, and conſtantly exerciſing 
theſe, or the like Meditations, would, by 
the co-operating Power of divine Grace, de- 
liver the Soul from the Tyranny of Sin, and 
all the excruciating Miſeries and direful Con- 


ſequences thereof; ſo that the Time waſted - 7 


upon impertinent Triftes, or in projecting im- 
aginary Schemes of Felicity, is no longer 
pent upon 8 reproachful Vanities, but 


infinitely 


* Were a Man ſo poſſeſs of terreſtrial Treaſures, that he 
Had even YT; his utmoſt Wiſhes, the Proſpect of dene 
Iuture 
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infinitely better employed in penitential Acts 
of Devotion“, and in fervent Supplications to 
God for Mercy, that they may participate of 
his heavenly Bleſſings, and the ineſtimable 
Privileges of Chriſt's ſpiritual Kingdom. In 
fine, Adverſity is an excellent School; and 
tho' few care to enter into it, yet the Diſci- 
pline thereof is ſuch, as when patiently ſub- 
* mitted to, will preſerve us from everlaſting 
Perdition, and qualify us for a Manſion in e- 
ternal Glory, where there is nothing to imbit- 
ter our Pleaſures, or render our glorious Day 
ooo ĩ 
Were theſe Reflections duly attended to, 
the Methods of Providence would not ſeem 
too ſevere, and inſtead of impeaching the di- 
vine Conduct, it much better becomes con- 
tumacious Offenders to offer in ſacrifice their 
Vices, and to acknowledge the inceſſant Care 
of the divine Reprover, that from a feel- 
ing Senſe of his Goodneſs, they may gene- 
rouſly expreſs the Language of their Hearts, 
future ſuppoſed Felicity, would tempt him to relinquiſh his 
preſent Poſſeſſions in Hopes of finding what this created World, 
with all its Perfections cannot yield; for the reſtleſs Eye of 
his diſſatisfied Mind will be prying beyond the Heavens, and 
' ſearching after ſome hidden Excellencies : So it is impoſſible 
that the Soul ſhould reſt, or that ſo divine a Spark ſhould ceaſe 
" riſing, until it is joined to that immenſe Flame of Glory and 
Majeſty, from which it firſt proceedeeee. 
How far devotional Addreſſes may influence the Deity, none 
can be abſolutely certain, but this we may affirm, that thoſe 
Addreſſes ſenſibly affect rational Beings, and often draw their 
Affections from the World, and introduce the Love of Hea- 
ven into their Souls, Beſides as he is proclaimed a God, 
hearing Prayer, ſo we have Reaſon to believe, that if we 
aſk agreeably to his Will, he hears our Requeſts, and will an- 
{wer our humble Petitions. ; | | 


C y 
and fay; y. bl ed is the Man whom Thou tl | 
feneft, O Lord, and reacheſt him in Thy 
Law, that Thou mayeſt give him Patience in 
Time of Adver/ity'; for with the Lord there is 
Mercy, and wm bim there is Hines Re- 5 
demption. 

Thus have I We the Advantages of Af- 
flictions in general. 

Secondly, ſhall make it my Buſineſs to 
enquire, what thoſe Laws were David attain- . 
ed the Knowledge of, by being afflicted. © 
Conſiderations on the infinite Diſtance and 
Diſproportion between the Creature and the 
Creator, will ſtrike the Mind with awful I- 
deas, and inſtruct us in the nature of that 
Worſhip, which the high and lofty one 


that inhabits Eternity requires, and therefore 
we ſhould exert our beſt Faculties, and ſee 


that all our Sacrifices of Prayer and Praiſes, 
which we preſent unto the Deity, be ſuch as | 
are agreeable to his all-comprehending Mind ; 
becauſe no Service, be it ever ſo. amazingly 
grand, or its Ceremonies the moſt punctu- 


ally obſerved, will be regarded by him, ex- | 


_ cept thoſe Ceremonies are ſpiritually perform 
ed, and aſcend from the Altar of a purified 
Heart. He that is clothed in Robes of Light, 
and encircled with Myriads of glorious An- 
gels, wants not the vaniſhing Praiſes of his 
Creatures, nor any of their fading Breath to 
proclaim his Excellencies. No, God that 1s 
eternally bleſſed in himſelf, and poſſeſſed with 


. an everlaſting Crown of ineffable Glory, va- 


lues no eee * thoſe of heavenly Af- 


| 
4 
. 
i 
5 
J 
1 


NL. . 8 , 
£6. RT — 
n 7 22 * 


| x { 18 5 5 | | 
fections, and ſuch as glow with Love and uni- 
verſal Benevolence: In Compariſon of which, 


God pronounces his own Inſtitutions not good; 


that is, conſidered in themſelves, or when ſe- 


parated from moral Goodneſs, they are of no 


real worth; but all their Excellency is deriv'd 
from their being the Means appointed, to pre- 
ſerve the Knowledge of himſelf, and keep 
Mankind in ſubjection to his righteous Laws.“ 

In ſupport of thele equitable Commands, 


the jewiſh Inſtitutes were ordained ; and was 


every Part of the Hebrew Ritual-ſcrutinized, 
it would appear a regular Syſtem, admirably 
adapted to the Genius of that F ſtubborn Peo- 

. ® Theſe Obſervations on the Hebrew Ritual, are not offer'd 
as Proofs of its Divinity ; that I have taken for granted, all 
that I intended by them, was to declare the genuine Deſign of 
the Ritual: For though at this Diſtance of Time, ſome of its 


Ceremonies are difficult to be accounted for, yet, this maybe e- 
vidently proved, that moral Precepts areinterwoven throughout 


the Ritual, and the whole calculated to. promote the Honour 


and Glory of God; the univerſal Peace and Happineſs of 
Mankind. A judicious and learned Author obſerves, that tho' 
the Ritual taught Jenovan was ſo preſent with his People 
Jjrael, as he was not with any other People; yet it never taught 
the Preſence of JeHovan was confined to the Temple; or as 
ſome have very unfairly repreſented it, that the God of Jrael 
was a local God, or a circumſcribed Deity. See Loman's He- 


brew Ritual, p. 276. Dr. LicyTrooT's Temple Serwice, c. g. 


2 Dr. South, ſpeaking of the J/razlites Ingratitude, and their 


_ abuſe of divine Mercies, ſays, in his ludicrous Language, they 


were all along a croſs, odd, untoward fort of People, and ſuch 
as God ſeems to have eſpouſed to himſelf, upon the very ſame 
Account that Socrares did Aantippe, only for her extreme IIl- 


Condition, above all that he could poſſibly find, or pick out of 


that Sex, and ſo both the fitteſt to exerciſe, and to declare his 
admirable Patience to the World, Vol. I. p. 421. | 
Mere the //-ae/ites of ſuch a froward Diſpoſition, the Ritu 
ſeems highly uſeful to ſuch a People, to free them from the 
Power of a perverſe Will, and to give them the utmoit Aver- 
ſiom to Superſtition and Idolatry. See chem fully deſcribed in the 
:Jewiſh Anriq D. Burnet's Archzlo. Phil. Dr. Spencer's de legi- 
Dus Hcbizor. | & . | - 
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ple, and to maintain a ſuitable Reverence, and 


filial Deportment towards the Majeſty of God. 


And tho' theſe ritual Injunctions were highly 
regarded, yet they were not eſteemed equal 
to Juſbce and Mercy: But only reſpected as 


Inſtruments to promote unalterable Truth and 
Righteouſneſs, that Men might yield unfeign- 


ed Obedience to God, and acknowledge him 


as the ſupreme Lord and moral Governor of 

the Univerſe. 

Ĩt is clear to every d Mind, that 
thoſe Laws which the pious Pſalmiſt learned 

by Afflictions, and which he beſtowed ſuch 


high Encomiums on, were thoſe Laws that 
are coeval with the Nature of Man; or thoſe 


unchangeable Precepts of Morality, which 
neither length of Time can obliterate, nor 
alteration of Circumſtances in the Creature 
cancel ; but theſe moral Obligations are al- 


ways the ſame, and will be what they were 
originally intended, a divine Directory to free 
Agents, to the final Conſummation of all 
Things. For they preſcribe what ſhould be 
done, ſaid, or thought, with reſpect to God, 


our Neighbour, and ourſelves, and to all the 
Creatures God has made; whether ſuchas have 


exiſted from the Beginning, or ſuch as ſhall 


commence in any following Period: Theſe 
Precepts have an immutable Relation thereto, 
and are never unconnected with them. So 

that whoever ſhall make thoſe Commands his 
Guide, and endeavour to reſemble the Deity 


in Holineſs, will always find a fafe Retreat in 


God, be delivered from . — Ap- 
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prehenſions within, and be comforted under 
the greateſt Peplexities without, and the moſt 
afflicting Scenes of Providence. 
Holy David, ſenſible. of theſe Things, 
and the impoſſibility of acquiring the,divine 
Approbation, without adhering to the refining 
Rules of Virtue, preferred the conſtant Obſer- 
vation of thoſe ſublime Rules, infinitely before 
Thouſands of Gold or Silver, or whatever 
the Bowels of the Earth can produce, or the 
tempting Treaſures of a fleeting World af- 
ford; and therefore had Recourſe to them in 

his Troubles, and in all the intricate Paſſages 
of his Life®. Moreover, he affirms from his 
own Experience, that the Pleaſures which re- 
ſult from Obedience, and a conſtant Senſe 
of God's perpetual Preſence, are of ſo dura- 
ble, and of ſo elevating a Nature, that even 
; 5 x e OO. 


2 Agreeably to which, ſays the ſagacious Mr. Lock, in 4 
Letter to an intimate Friend, written a little before, but or- 
dered not to be ſent till after his Death. May you live long 
and happy in the Enjoyment of Health, Freedom, Content, 
and all thoſe Bleſſings which Providence has beſtowed on you, 
and your Virtue intitles you to; I know you loved me living, 
and will preſerve my Memory now I am dead; all the Uſe to 
be made of it is, that this World is a Scene of Vanity that 
ſoon paſles away, and affords no ſolid Satisfaction, hut the 
Conſciouſneſs of doing well, and the Hopes of another Life, 
This is what can ſay by Experience, and what you will find 
when you come to make up your Account; adieu, I leave my 
TR IR mi YOu. 1: LOL EE ᷑ 
God has demonſtrated to every Man by implanted Know- 
ledge and natural Judgment, and the Admonitions of the Law, 
how the Poſſeſſion of Riches is not everlaſting ; the Ornament 
of Beauty is not perpetual ; . our Strength and Force are 
Joon diffolvel ; and that all is Vapour and Vanity: and that 
only the good Conſcience of Faith unfeigned paſſes through the 
Nlidſt of the Heavens, and teturning to Truth, takes hold of 
the right Hand of the Joy which is to come. Apoſtolical Con- 


2 


Hlitutions, lib; 7. 34. 
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in the 3 Storms of Perſecution, thoſe 
Pleaſures cauſed ſuch Joy, and Rejoicing 
in his Soul, as made him admire the divine 
| Munificence, and ſometimes to break out 
in Raptures of Love, and to celebrate the 
Praiſes of him whoſe Glory ſhines in Hea- 
ven, and whoſe Goodneſs is viſibly diſplayed 

on Earth, in changing the Affections of ſinful 
Men, and in reſtoring lapſed ' Creatures to 
their native Freedom. The Law of the Lord 
1s an undefiled Law, converting. the Soul; the 
Teſtimony of the. Lord is ſure, and giveth. 
Wiſdom unto the fimple ; 3 The Statutes. of the 
Lord are right, and rejoice the Heart ; The 
Commandment f the Lord is pure, and 
grveth Light unto the Eyes; The Law. of 
God is in bis Heart, and bis Goings ſhall not 
| flide. As concerning Thy Teſtimonies 1 
"have known long fince, that Thou bat. Found. 
ed them for ever, and that they are done 
in Truth and Equity. Theſe Scriptures abun- 
dantly confirm what I have already advanced, 
that the Law which the Pſalmiſt boaſts of, 
and which he profeſſes to receive ſuch laſting 


_ Comfort from, that no terrene Enjoyments _ 
bear any Compariſon to it; was the Law 


written in his Heart, and woven in every Part 
of his Frame; and therefore more needs not 
be ſaid to prove it, becauſe nothing is clearer 
to Men acquainted with themſelves, that with - 
out the inherent Principles of Virtue, and con- 
ſtantly obeying the ſacred Dictates of Religi- 
on, there is no-Relief for a wounded Spirit, 


nor an Su rt. for a Soul oppreſſed with 
1 PP ; N 
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Darkneſs, or overwhelmed . the black 
Ideas of Miſery and Sorrow. I ſhall now 
draw ſuch inferrences from what has been 
faid, as tend to make us patient under Suf- 
ferings, and to improve our Minds, in hea- 
Yen Knowledge. | 
Were the benevolent Purpoſes of Provi- _ 
dence, and the compaſſionate Care of Omnipo- 
tence duly regarded, and juſtly illuſtrated, 
we ſhould diſcern ſuch aſtoniſhing Scenes of 
Goodneſs as would not only filence the Clam- 
ours of guilty Creatures, and hinder them 
from perpetrating their evil Devices, but 
would alſo conſtrain them to reverence him, 
whoſe Power and Goodneſs are continually 
exerted in their Preſecvation, and to ſay wit 
holy Jon, I am vile in Thy Sight, what ſhall I 
js ? 1 will lay my Hand upon my Mouth, 
and make no Complaint againſt my God. When- 
ever we are viſited with Sickneſs, or confined 
to Beds of languiſhing ; inſtead of impiouſly 
reflecting upon our Creator, it is infinitely 
more rational, to forſake thoſe Evils, which 
were the Cauſes of our Sufferings, than to 
revile our. heavenly Father's Chaſtiſements. 
For whom the Lord Joveth he chaſteneth, and 
- ſcourgeth every Son whom he receiveth ; if ye 
endure Chaſtening God dealeth with you as with 
Sons, for what Son is he whom the F. ather cha- 
eneth- not? Furthermore, we have had Fathers 
of our Fleſh which correBled us, and we gave 
them Reverence, ſhall we not much rather be in 
Subjection to the Father of Spirits, and live? 
„„ „ 
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Hor they, verily, for a few Days chaſtened ns | 
after their own Pleaſure, but he for our Pro- | 
fit, that we might be Partokers of his Holineſs. © 
Now no chaſtening for the preſent ſeemeth to be 

joyous, but grievous ; nevertheleſs, it afterwards 

yieldeth the peaceable Fruits of Righteoufneſs unto . 

them that are exerciſed thereby. Heb. xii. - 

Nothing can more beautifully illuſtrate Al- | 
mighty Power, or more pathetically diſplay 
paternal Affection, than thoſe moving Pal- 
ſages of ſacred Writ ; and therefore we ſhould _ 
keep a holy Jealouſy over ourſelves, and pati-  _ 
ently wait God's juit Determinations, ſince _ 
he does not wound us as an Enemy, but does 
mercifully correct us as a Friend. And tho 

Clouds and Darkneſs are round about his 

Throne, yet Righteouſneſs 'and Judgment are . 
the Habitation of his Seat. 
_ Laſtly, I would infer, that ſince Afflictions 
are deſigned to awaken the Attention, and to 
procure convenient Seaſon for reflection, we © 

ſhould deſtroy the Sting of thoſe Chaſtiſements 1 
by Repentance, and employ thoſe Opportuni- 
ties in learning heavenly Wiſdom, the Know- 
ledge of which will cauſe Men to turn their 
Eyes inward, that they may ſee the diſorder- 

| ly State of their Souls, and the Neceſſity of 

regulating the intellectual Oeconomy ; for 
when the "ſuperior Faculties move regularly, | 
and the inferior Appetites act under their Di- 
rection, there ariſes ſuch a Complacency in 
the Mind, as infinitely exceeds the greateſt 
bodily Delights, and the higheſt Quinteſcence 
of worldly Pleaſures; Nay there is a kind of 

2 e 3 Spiritual. 
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I 0 conclude, Jet us look up to Jesvs for 


Help, and perform thoſe Promiſes we made 
in our Diſtreſs, and in the very Bitterneſs of 
our Souls, that our Names may be written in 
the Book of Life, and our Repentance recor- 
ded in the Annals of Eternity. By thus wiſely 
improving our Time, and by keeping a juſt Bal- 


lance among the inward Affections, we ſhall 


Spiritual Fragrancy upon the Conſcience, | 
when it is daily watered with virtuous Actions, 
and the refreſhing Springs of true Devotion. 


# 


commence Citizens of that Kingdom where 


immortal Spirits are arrayed in Robes of ſpot- 


leſs Purity, and the chriſtian Moraliſt ſhines in 


inimitable Beauty, and in unchangeable Glory. 


This Happineſs was deſigned originally for us 
and would we be Partakers of it, we muſt ſub- 


mit to the Guidance of a merciful Saviour, who 


will lead us ſafely thro' this hazardous State, 


and bring us with Joy and Triumph to our 


bleſſed Inheritance. I ſhall cloſe this Diſ- 


courſe with an excellent Collect of our Church. 


ly to look upon our Infirmities, and for the Glo- 


We humbly beſeech Thee, O Father, merciful- 


ry of Thy Name, turn from us all thoſe Evils 


that we moſt righteouſly have deſerved, and grant 
that in all our Troubles we may put our whole 


Truſt and Confidence in Thy Mercy, and ver- 


more ſerve Thee in Holineſs' and Pureneſs of 
Living, to Thy Honour and Glory, through our 


only Mediator and Advocate, Jeſus Chriſt our 


Lord, Amen. : 


„%% 


